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ITS 


ON FRE 


S C HE ME, 


OFFERED BY 


Meſſ* COTTON and LEDIARD, 


F. 0-2 


Opening the Streets and Paſſages to and 
from the Intended BRIDGE at Weſt- 


minſter. 

In a LETTER from one of the Commiſſioners for 
Building the ſaid Bridge, to Mr. Lediard, and his 
ANSWER. 


With che SCHEME and PLAN prefix'd: 


To which is added, 


A PLAN of the Lower Parts of the Pariſhes of St. MarGartr 
and St. JohN the EvAanNGELIsT, from the HoksE-FERRY to 
WHITE-HALL ; Wherein ſeveral farther Improvements are deli- 


neated, 3 


A PROPOSAL for Eftabliſhing a PexeETuar, Funn, to defray 


the Expences of Pavix, WATCHniNG, and LieuTins the ſaid 
BRIDGE, and keeping it in REPAIR, 


—— £8 


By THOMAS LEDIARD, Eſq 


— — 


LONDON: 
PRINTED for JohN BRETT and Rur RH CHARLTON, at the Golden Ball 
over againſt S/. Clement*s Church, and at the Sun in Weſtminſter Hall; 
and to be had of the Bookſellers of LoxDpoN and WesTMINST IN. 
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Some OBSERVATIONS | - 
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NOTES. 

WrEs8TMINSTER IMPROVEMENTS, 1738. —T have a copy of a 
quarto tract of 26 pages, the title of which is as follows: — 
Some observations on the scheme offered by Messrs. Cotton 
and Lediard for opening the Streets and Passages to and from 
the Intended Bridge at Westminster. In a letter from one of 
the Commissioners for building the said Bridge to Mr. Lediard, 
and his Answer. With the Scheme and Plan prefixed. To 
which is added a Plan of the Lower Partes of the Parish of St. 
Margaret and St. John the Evangelist from the Horse-ferry to 
Whitehall, wherein several farther improvements are de- 
lineated. And a Proposal for Establishing a Perpetual Fund 
to defray the expenses of Paving, Watching and Lighting the 
said Bridge, and keeping it in Repair. By Thomas Lediard, 
Esq., London. Printed for John Brett and Ruth Charlton, at 
the Golden Ball, over against St. Clement's Church, and at 
the Sun, in Westminster Hall. [1738.]” The tract is dedi- 
cated to Lord Sundon and to Sir Charles Wager, who at that 
time represented Westminster in, Parliament. The author 
writes from © Smith's-8quare, Westminster, April 5, 1738.” 
One of the improvements suggested and shown on the plan is 
The new great street from New Palace-yard to the Plantation 
Office, 90 foot in breadth. . . . N.B.—By taking down 
about 20 old houses between the Admiralty Office and the new 
turning into Spring Gardens, this street may be continued of 
the same or a greater breadth, quite to Charing Cross.“ This 
we now know as Parliament-street, which was made under the 
powers of an Act passed in 1756 (29 George II., cap. 38). The 
plans are very interesting to local topographers, and Mr. 
Lediard must have been a far-seeing man. The British 


Museum has a broadside of two pages, with a folding plate, 


embodying an earlier draft of the scheme, dated 15th February, 
1737-8, and signed by Thomas Cotton and Thomas Lediard. 
| | 1 
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322 WESTMINSTER BRIDGE. —Obser- 
vations on Scheme offered by Cotton and 
Lediard, for Opening Streets and Passages 
to and from intended Bridge at Westminster, 
with the Scheme and Plan prefixed, by 
| Thos. Lediard. 4to, sewed, scarce. 4s 6d 


1738 


$77b. a8.4. 20. 
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71 8 | 
The Right Honourable - 
WILLIAM Lord SUNDON, 


One of the LoxDs COMMISSIONERS of the *. 
TREASURE 


AN D T O 
The Right Honourable 


Sir CHARLES WAGER, Knight, 


_ Firſt LORD COMM18810NER of the 


ADMIRALTY} 


REPRESENTATIVES in PARLIAMENT for the City and 
Liberties of WESTMINSTER ; 


The following Sheets are, with great Submiſſion, inſcrib'd, by 
Their moſt Obedient 


| | Humble Servant, 
Smith's Square, Weſtminſter 
April 5. 1738, 


Tos LEDIARD. 
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8 = H E M E, 


Humb offered to the Howourabls the C —_ fs 7 
Bui ding a BRIDGE. at Weſtminſter, for Opening 
Convenient and Advantageous Ways and Paſſages (on 
the Weſtminſter Hide) to and from the ſaid Bridge, as 
Hkewiſe to and from the. Parliament-Houſe, and 
Courts of Juſtice ; ævithou⁰t any Expence to the PUB- 


LICK, or Prejudice 10 b Man Bella E RIGHF 
or PROPERTY. 


(+? 


at the fame time to Wetminſter-Hall, and both Houſes of Parliament, 
commodious, tis humbly conceived, that it may be neceſſary, to 
enlarge New Palace-Yard, by laying it open to the Moolſtaple, and 
n an entire New'Street, of ninety Foot broad, from New Palace- 
Yard, to the broad'Street leading to the Admiralty-Office. To this End it 
will be requiſite to purchaſe all the Houſes from New Palace- Yard and Union- 
Street, with ſeventeen Houſes on the Eaſt Side of King-ſtreet, Part of 
Weſtminſter-Maket, and the whole Ifland down to the Water-ſide ; leaving 
only all the remaining Front-houſes, on the Eaſt Side of King-ftreet, and 
all Privy-Garden; as they now are. 

Taz Yearly Rent of all theſe Houſes (according to t the Poor's IJ. 4. 
Nate of 1736) amounts to — N 535⁰ O An 
T0 which add the Allowance of 45 in the "Eg on the 
whole, for Houſes ſuppoſed to be under- ratelixkxwa 670 o © 


r 


— , — 


| T: Order to mike the Paſlage to boo” 20 5 Tatended Bridge, 2 


nt | | 4020 0 
Muc the greater Number of theſs Houſes are in fo ruinous a C hs. 


70 — * Paſſages ſo * that they, together with their Ground-Rents, 
cannct. 


2 * 2 


— — 


141. 


cannot be ſuppos'd to be worth more than 4 or 5 Years Purchaſe. Others 
may be worth 7 or 8: but the very beſt, of which the Number is ſmall, 
will not yield above 14. However, to rate them above all poſſible Excep- 
tion, we will ſuppoſe them to be purchas'd, one with the other, at 16 Years 

the whole Purchaſe will then be 643207. os. od. 


Having thus laid before the Honourable Commiſſion the total Purchaſe, 
calculated at above a third Part more than the Houſes and Ground can be ſup- 
-Poſed to be worth, we are now to make an Eſtimate, what the Ground-Rents, 
to be ſold out again, may, in the Opinion of the ableſt Judges, amount to: 
But we beg leave previouſly to obſerve : | | 


I. TxaAT the Reaſons why the Ground-Rents, in the greater Part of this 
whole Extent, are at ſo low a Rate, and the Houſes yield ſo little, are be- 
cauſe the Streets are ſo narrow, the Houſes old, ruinous, and unfit either 
for Buſineſs or Pleaſure ; and conſequently chiefly inhabited by the meaner 
Sort of People. CY 53 


II. Txar when the Streets are opened in the Manner now propoſed, and 
proper Houſes built, as well for the Convenience of Perſons of the firſt 
Condition, as of ſubſtantial Tradeſmen, the great Reſort which will then 
be to this Part of the City of Weſtminſter, will give Encouragement for the 
ſaid Houſes to be inhabited, not only by Perſons of great Diſtinction, for 


the Convenience of being ſo near the Parliament-Houſe and Weſtminſter- 


Hall, but by rich and eminent Tradeſmen, of every ſort, for the ſake of 
Commerce. This will greatly raiſe the Price of Ground-Rents, and con- 
ſequently of the Houſes to be built thereon: And we ſee no Reaſon why 
the former ſhould not then yield as much as in the Strand, where they are 
lett from x/. 10s. to 3/. per Foot in Front. However, to remove all Ob- 


jections that can be made to the Calculations on which this Scheme is 


founded, we have computed them at no more than ten. Shillings, fifteen 

Shillings, and one Pound per Foot in Front, according to their different 

Situations, and the Depth of them. 5 | 

. N premis d, the Ground-Rents may be ſuppos'd to yield, at leaſt, as 

OINLOWS : "> 13 | 
Tux Weſt Side of the Grand Street 370 Foot in Front, 

by 70 Foot deep, at 1/. per Foot, per Ann. | $30-. 10 .;.& 
On the ſame Side, 440 Foot in Front, by 70 to 35 | 

Foot deep, one with the other, at 155 per Foot in Front, | 

„ 


per Ann. — — 
Taz Eaſt Side of the ſame Street, from the New Palace- 


= — 


9 0 


700 
Brought 


08s] 


Brought over 1 8 8 700 
Yard, to the Houſes which front Privy-Garden, 40 
Foot in Front, by 70 Foot deep, at 11. per Foot per An. ' 470 
Born Sides of the Croſs- Street, from King ſtreet to the 
Thames, 445 Foot in Front, by 50 Foot deep, at 15s. per 
Fou, per Ann.. SST 2 4 4; 
TAE North ſide off New Palace-Vard, and Union- -  _ 
ſtreet, 410 Foot in Front, by 70 Foot deep, at 1. per 


Foot, per Ann. Fran on 1 „ Q 
TRE two Courts, both open to the Thames, between the 

New Street and the River, 800 Foot in Front, by 40 Foot 

deep, at 105. per Foot, per Ann. — 400 


——y— 


THe whole Ground-Rents per Ann. 2313 
Ax 30 Years Purchaſe, which is the uſual Price of 
ſuch valuable Freeholds 4 | 10 0 
_ From which deduct the Purchaſe, as above „ o 


Remains 5092 10 o 


THERE will then remain, as above, 5092 J. 105. od. and probably a 
much greater Sum, in the Diſpoſal of the Commiſſioners; which may, in 
particular, be a proper Reſerve to make Satisfaction for any Damages, that 
Tenants, who will be removed, may thereby ſuſtain for a Time (if any 
ſuch there ſhould be ;) which ſeems to be the ſtrongeſt Objection to this 
Scheme; though, upon a View of the greater Part of the preſent Inhabitants 
of this Spot of Ground, it appears to be almoſt out of the Queſtion. It it 
ſhould be farther objected, that, notwithſtanding ſuch Satisfaction, it will 
be a Hardſhip to turn ſuch a Number of Inhabitants out of their Shops and 
Dwellings, at once ; we anſwer ; that the number of Shop-Keepers is in- 
conſiderable, and few of thoſe of any Note: Beſides, it may be done by 2 
or 300 Foot at a Time, and the former Inhabitants be allow'd ſome Pre- 
ference in the Purchaſe of the new Ground-Rents. | 
IF it ſhould be judg'd unadviſable, to advance any large Sum, for the 
' Purchaſe, at an Uncertainty, we anſwer ; that a Certainty may be had, by 
reviouſly and conditionally contracting; and all the Ground-Rents may 
be ſold, by Auction, or otherwiſe, in Lots, before any Purchaſe be abſo- 
lutely made ; and the Amount of the Purchaſe may be afterwards entirely 
aſſign'd upon the Buyers, without advancing one Penny, as has been practi- 
ſed, on the like Occaſions, in many Places, both at home and abroad: And 
particularly in London and Weſtminſter, by virtue of an Act, A“. 13, & 14. 


Car. II. c. 2. §. 28. & ſeq. | 
B Is 


— oy — 


en 


Ix like manner, if it ſhould be thought fit to extend this Scheme farther, 
Old Palace Tard may be enlarged to twice the Bigneſs it is now of, a Com- 
munication made, between the two Palace-Yards, of 80 Foot broad; and al- 
ſoo one of the fineſt Market- Places in England erected, in the very Heart of 
Old Weſtminſter; and, upon the whole, a Saving be made of almoſt g0,000/. 

to the Publick ; as will be explain'd, and made to appear, more at large, 
by proper Draughts and Calculations, whenever this Honourable Commiſ- 


ſion ſhall be pleaſed to favour us with their Commands. 
Al vhich we moſt humbly ſubmit, Ge. 
: Weftmi ? = : 8 92 
r Thomas Cotton, 


Thomas Lediard. 
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2 "NO 8 Ou of the connung nig, ap- 
pointed by Aci of Parliament, for Barldong 4 BA IDGE, 
at Wife, to Mr. . 


SIR, Wee © February 25, 1747-8. 


Received the alia and Plan you Gy" me, publiſhed by Mr. Chet 
and yourſelf, for Enlarging the Streets. of Weſtminſter, with the greater 
Satisfaction, as I began to be apprehenſive, after it had lain fo long 
aotinant, that your Friends had diſcouraged you from proceeding any far- 
ther in it, on a Suppoſition of its not being gpracticable 3 of which Opinion, 
I muſt confeſs, I myſelf was once inclin'd to be. 
Ax though, after a more mature Confideration of the Principles upon 
which your Project is grounded, I now believe it poſſible, that it may be 
ut in Execution; yet as I am not ſo clear in ſome Circumſtances, and certain 
bjections ariſe, to me at leaſt, in others, your Anſwers to the following 
Queſtions will very much oblige 8 
Ir my Memory does not fail me, this Deſign was projected by Mr. 
Cotton, many Years ago, and communicated to ſeveral Perſons of Di- 
ſtinction; how comes it then, if it be ſo feaſible as you now ſeem to think, 
that it has lain ſo 107 without being ever once taken into Conſideration; 
though ſomething of that Nature has been fo many Years greatly Wanted? 
Tux Deſign, as you firſt open'd it to me, was, I think, to enlarge 
King ſtreet, to the Breadth of inety or an Hundred Foot, by taking 
down one Side of it, and building a Row of Houſes ſo far backward ; * 
is it then that you now give the Preference to another Way? 
Ix I miſtake not, you told me, there were ſeveral other Perſons eber rd | 
with you, in this Project, more on to it than yourſelf, why does the 
Scheme now publiſh'd appear in Mr. Corto#'s and your Name only? 
As you have alter*d your Deſign with regard to King-ſtreet, what induc'd 
you to lay out the New Grand Street you propoſe obli = and not at 
Right Angles with Palace-Yard, Which would, in my < inion, bave ap- 
pear'd with more Symmetry? 
I this New Grand Street 100 been laced at Right Angles with Palate- 
Yard, as I have juft hinted, would nota parallel Street, from the Foot of 


the Bridge, for the Convenience of Cattle and Carriages paſſing over it, be 
preferable 


ſt 8.] 
preferable to the two Courts you have laid down, in your Plan, which can 
only ſerve for ſuch Houſes as Weſtminſter is already but too full of; [ 
mean Houſes of Pleaſure? Houſes for Tradeſmen I ſhould think more eli- 
N WHrarT is your Inducement for propoſing 207 down the whole Row 
of Front-houſes on the Vorth ſide of New Palace-Yard:; ſince it ſeems to be 
large enough already? And in caſe the new Intended Bridge ſhould be built 
(as I find it is the Opinion of moſt it will be) at or ſomewhat below the 
Moolſtaple, would not that Row of Houſes, if remaining as they now are, be 
rather of Service, to keep Cattle and Carriages, which will be continually 
coming over the Bridge, from being an Incumbrance to New Palace-Yard, 
in Term- and Parliament- Time? 5 To. 
Wnar Proviſion do you propoſe, to remedy an Inconvenience, already 
much complain'd of, and which will be yet greater after the Bridge is built? 
J mean that of the principal Streets, of the lower Parts of Meſtminſter, being 
lock'd up for ſeveral of the buſy Hours of the Day, during the Seſſion of 
Parliament, to the great Interruption of Trade, which if the Benefit hoped 
from the Intended Bridge ſhould take Place, would very much encreaſe ? 
As by the Plan you have already publiſhed, or whatever Plan you may 
propoſe, for opening convenient Ways between King: ſtreet and the River 
Thames, you will probably be obliged to take away all or the beſt Part of 
Weſtminſter- Market, and of the Houſes towards the South-end of King-ſtreet, 
which are now appropriated to that Uſe, what Proviſion do you propoſe to 
make for a convenient Market. in the Room thereof; and where is the Place 
you hint at in your Scheme, as proper for erecting one of the fineſt Market- 
Places in England, fo as to be in the very Heart of Old Weſtminſter? _ 
By what Method would you . propoſe, to enlarge Old Palace-Yard, to 
twice the Bigneſs it is now of, and to make a Communication of 80 Foot 
broad between the two Palace-Jards, as you hint at in your Scheme; and 
which, though you have not thought proper to explain yourſelf on that 
Head there, but rather to poſtpone it to a ſubſequent Conſideration, ſeems 
to me to be as much wanted as any other Improvement you can think of? 
Lou obſerve, that upon the whole of theſe Improvements, there will be 
a Saving made of at leaſt 30,0007. to the Publick : As I preſume, by the 
Frankneſs with which you have already opened your Mind to the Publick, 
it is not deſign'd to be made a Secret, I ſhould be glad to know whence 
that Saving can ariſe ? „ 5 
A not the Calculations you have given us, by which you propoſe a 
Saving of 5000 J. on that Part of your Scheme only, applicable to any other 
Plan you can or may lay out, of the fame Spot of Ground?  _ 


>" OV 


[9] 

You ſay, in your Scheme, that the /ike of what you propoſe has been prac- 
tiſed, on ſuch Occaſions, in many Places, both at home and abroad; a few In- 
ſtances would be very acceptable, and, as I have not the Statutes at large, 
in the Country where I now am, I ſhall be obliged to you if you will fend 
me a Copy of the Clauſes of the Act of the 1300 and 14% Car. II. which 
you refer to. . | 

NoTw1TSTANDING what you ſay, I cannot be convinced, but 
that it is, and, in a free Country, as ours is, muſt be look'd upon as a 


Sort of Tyranny, to oblige People to quit their Habitations and Poſ- 


ſeſſions, whether they will or not. And though you propoſe, that every 
one ſhould be paid the Value of their Properties, yet that may not always 
be a Satisfaction, where People are ſettled in any Trade or Way of Buſineſs, 
which, if once obliged to leave, they may not ſo eaſily recover again; 
and this will be the Caſe of many, who, being Tenants only, have no Pro- 
perty, for which they can inſiſt upon an adequate Recompenſe. You pro 
poſe, indeed, that Satisfaction may be made ſuch People out of the Surplus, 
or Gain, which will remain in the Hands of the Commiſſioners, after the Pay- 
ment of the Purchaſe ; but are you ſure there will be ſuch a Surplus? What 
Certainty have you, that your Ground-Rents will yield the Price you ſet 
them at; or that you will be able to diſpoſe of ſo large an Eſtate as the Com- 
miſſioners will have upon their Hands, if they purchaſe all you propoſe ? 

THasss are the Particulars I ſhould be glad to be better informed in, and 
the Objections, which at preſent occur to my Memory, againſt the Scheme 
publiſhed ; and your Anſwer to them, with a more circumſtantial Account 
of the Whole will be an Obligation to, | 


SIR, 


Your Humble Servant, 


N. N. 


PH. S. Sixcx I wrote the above, I am informed, by a Friend, from Lon- 
don, that there is the Plan of another Scheme, tending to the ſame Pur- 
ſe, affix'd in ſome Coffee-houſe, near the Court of Requeſts. I ſhould 
8 glad to know whether this be yours likewiſe, and only turn'd another 
Way, on the ſame Principles, or whether it be an entire new Scheme, 
grounded on ſome other Principles. | | 
| | C ' Mr. LEDIARD's 


Mr. LE DIAR DS 
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of February, and think myſelf highly oblig'd, for the Obſetvations 

you have been ſo good to communicate on the Scheme humbly offer'd 
by Mr. Cotton and my ſelf, to the Honourable Commiſſion for Building a 
Brides at- Weſtminſter, for Opening Convenient and Advantageous Ways and 
Pa ages, to and from the ſaid Intended Bridge, &c. on the Feſtminſter- 
Side: And as, on the one Hand, I am very ready to be better informed, 
where I may be miſtaken ; ſo, on the other, I as readily embrace every 
Opportunity of explaining myſelf, in Juſtification (as far as in me lies) 
of the Principles on which the Scheme ropes d are grounded, and of the 
Inferences from thence drawn. 

I THINK, Sir, I may properly reduce the Subſtance of your Letter un- 
der two general Heads; I mean (7. certain Particulars, on which you 
deſire farther Information; and (2.) ſome few Objections to the Scheme 
itſelf. 

I BELI EVE, I cannot give you a more ſatisfactory Anſwer to the for- 
mer, than by a brief Narative of the Riſe, Progreſs, and preſent Situa- 
tion of this Propoſal. 

IT is very well known, that Mr. Cotton did, many Years ſince, form 
a Scheme, of this Nature, to enlarge King-Street, in order to make a more 
convenient Paſſage to Veſtminſter-Hall, and the Abby; and that he has, 
at Times, frequently communicated his Thoughts to ſeveral Perſons of 
Diſtinction, and Members of both Houſes of Parliament; but why it lay 
fo long dormant, without being ever once taken into Conſideration, is not 
for me to determine: Two Reaſons may however be ſurmis'd; I mean 
(I.) it's being more crude and indigeſted, when under the Conſideration 


of one Perſon only, than now, when every Circumſtance has been ma- 
turely 
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del weigh'd by ſeveral, the Reſult reduced into a regular Plan, and the 
Principles thereof illuſtrated, almoſt to a Demonſtration; and (2.) be- 
cauſe ſo great and proper an Inducement ſor entering upon it, as that 

which now offers, of a Bridge croſs the River Thames, at or near the very 
Spot where this W e was 3 et to take Place, has hitherto 
been wanting. 

Wu kx a Society of Gendemen, of the City an Liberty of Wetminſter, 

and the Adjacent Counties (of which Mr. Cotton was a Member, as I had 
likewiſe the Honour to be) aſſembled in order to conſider. of proper Steps 
to be taken, to obtain an , for Building a Bridge at Weſt minſter, Mr. 
Cotton propos'd, at one of their Meetings, to - incorporate his Scheme, in 
the Form it then was, with the other Proceedings of that Society : Bur 
this not being thought proper, as well becauſe it was not then ſufficiently | 
digeſted and conſider'd, as not to perplex the principal Matter then on 
the Carpet, with too great a Burden. of Concomitants, he was adviſed to 
call in to his Aſſiſtance three or four Perſons whom he might judge capable 
of reducing his Propoſals. into ſome Order, and preparing the Plans and 
Calculations, which would be requiſite to illuſtrate and ſupport: the Prin- 
ciples on which they were grounded. 
M. Cor rox having taken this Advice, and in - pacticular conſulted 
another Member of the ſame Society, that Gentleman mentioned the late 
Mr. Hawkſmore, and Myſelf, as proper to be aſſociated with him and 
Mr. Cotton, in order to reduce this Scheme into a Form fit to be offer'd 
to the Commiſſioners. We had ſeveral Meetings for this Purpoſe, and the 
neceſſary Enquiries into the Value of the Houſes and Ground-Rents, which 
there would be Occaſion to buy. and fell out again, in Order to carry this 
Project into Execution, were in part made, when the late Mr. Hawkſmore 
dying, a Gentleman of great Worth, and one of the Honourable Com- 
miſſioners, propos d another Member of the ſame Society, who, as well on 
Account of his Office, as his Experience in Affairs of that Fes was very 
R to affiſt us in purſuing our Deſign. 

Mx. Corrox's Propoſal was, as you oblerve, Sir, in your Letter. fer 8 
Opening King: Street only; but we having, in the mean Time, waited on 
ſeveral Perſons of Diſtinction, Members of both Houſes of Parliament, 
and Commiſſ oners for Building the Bridge, and laid fcveral Plans before 
them; in Conformity to what we found to be their general Opinion, at 
our ſubſequent Meetings, with the Gentleman I laſt mention'd, we turn'd 
our Thoughts to the Opening, of a New Grand Street from Palate-Yard to 
Whitehall, a Street paralel to it nearer the Thames, and a Terraſs on that 
River, (which latter, however, we found attended with: ſome Difficalties). 


On this Plan, new and proper Enquiries, with Calculations adapted there- 
| | unto, 


I ==] 


unto, were made; and 1 having undertaken to reduce the Whole, form'd 
_— three different Suppoſitions, within the narrow Compaſs of one Side 
of a Sheet of Paper, the Scheme, by me ſo prepar'd, was laid before ſeveral 
Perſons of Condition, who honour'd it with their Approbation. 

We were, hereupon, greatly encouraged to continue our Enquiries, in 
Order to bring this Affair to a proper Maturity, for the Conſideration of 
the Commiſſioners. In the mean Time, the Gentleman who came in laſt 
to our Aſſiſtance, being prevented from continuing it, by a Multiplicity of 
other Publick Affairs, which his ſeveral Employments oblig'd him to 
attend; and the other Gentleman, whom Mr. Colton firſt conſulted, hav- 
ing accepted of an Office, to which his appearing, or being farther con- 
'cern'd, in this Deſign, would have been inconſiſtent, the Matter reſted with 
Mr. Cotton and Myſelf. This is the Reaſon why our two Names onl 
appear in the Scheme lately publiſh'd : And as Mr. Cotton's publick At- 
fairs, as a Magiſtrate, and the private Concerns of his Profeſſion, allow him 
little or no Time to attend it, the Jabouring Oar, as well as the Expence, 
of taking Surveys, drawing Plans, making Calculations, and procuring 
other neceſſary Intelligences, has lain wholly on me. vl 

Taz 29th of Fuly, 1737, Mr. Cotton and Myſelf made an humble 
Tender of our Duty to the Honourable the Commiſſioners for Building the 
Intended Bridge, in a Memorial, and our Propoſal was referr'd to the Con- 
fideration of a Committee; but the Determination of other Matters, which 
neceſſarily muſt be previous to this, not having been diſpatch'd ſo ſoon as 
was expected, our Propoſal, of Courſe, could not then come under Con- 
ſideration. The Reaſon of this our early Application was to ſhew, that 
in our humble Opinion, no Part of the Money intended to be raiſed by 
a Lottery, to defray the Expence of Building the Intended Bridge, would 
be wanted for Opening Convenient Ways and Paſſages, to and from the ſaid 
Bridge, on this Side ot the River at leaſt. For this End, I had prepar'd a 
large Plan of the Lower Part of O/d-Weſtminſter, from the Horſe-Ferry to 
Charing-Croſs, in which the ſeveral Openings and Improvements, then 
humbly offer'd to the Conſideration of the Commiſſioners, were particularly 
delineated as follows : | : | | 

1. An Enlargement of Old Palace-Yard, to almoſt twice the Bigneſs of 
what it now 1s. if 15 ” s 

2. An Opening of St. Margaret's Lane, or a Communication between 
the two Palace-Yards, of 80 Foot broad. WES 

3. A Passact from this new propos'd Opening to the Sanctuary, of 
30 Foot broad. | Tx | | 

4. An Enlargement of New Palace-Yard, by laying it open to the 
Woolſiaple. X Fa, 


8. AN 


Le, 

5. Ax entire new magnificent Street, perhaps not to be paralel'd in 
Farope, of half a Mile in Length, and 110 Foot broad, from New Pa- 
lace-Yard to the Meuſe, beyond Charing-Croſ5, in one direct Line the 
whole Way, excepting only a ſmall Angle or Bend at Vbiteball, which 
in fo large a Street would hardly have been perceptible. This Street was 

opos'd to be built with a Colonade, on each Side of the Way, in the 
Nattire of that at Covent-Garden, according to a Deſign drawn for that 
Purpoſe, by the late Mr. Hawkſ/moor : But it being atterwards apprehended, 
that it might be difficult to bring ſo many Builders, as muſt neceſſarily be 
engaged in this Undertaking, into one and the ſame Way of thinking, this 
latter Part was referr'd to a ſubſequent Conſideration. 8 

6. Two Spacious Courts, on the Back of this Grand Street, open to the 
River Thames. 353.2 b | 5 

7. A Cross-STREET of 60 Foot broad, from the Thames to King-Street. 

8. AN entire new Street of 60 or. 80 Foot broad, from New Palace- Tara, 
to St. James Park, near Storey's, from whence commodious Paſſages might 
be made thro* Queen-Street and Dart mouth-Street, or thro Long-Ditch, to 
Tothill- Street, and ſo on thro' Fames-Street to Buckingham- Houſe, Hyde- Park 
Corner, and the Upper Liberties of Weftminſter : By Means of all which Open- 
ings, Paſſengers, Carriages and Cattle, coming over the Bridge, would be dif- 
perſed ſo many Ways, as to be of little or no Inconvenience, in any one Street. 

Tux Conſequences, Expences, and Advantages, which might reſult from 
thence, were laid down, and the proper Calculations made; but as I was 
apprehenſive, that this whole Undertaking might, at firſt View, be judged 
too great, to be carried on at once, I calculated each ſeperate, that an Idea 
might be form'd of any Part thereof, which might be thought neceſſary to 
engage in firſt; and it appear'd that, upon the whole, calculating the Pur- 
chaſe at the higheſt, and the Sale of the new Ground-Rents at the loweft 
Rates, that could poſſibly be ſuppoſed, there would be a Saving of at leaſt 
30,0001. to the Publick ; which, we humbly: conceiv'd, might be very 
properly employ'd, in Conformity with the two As of Parliament, to- 
wards Building the ſaid Bridge, and the Contingences thereof. 

Tuxsz were the ſeveral Plans and Eſtimates, which I had prepar'd to 
lay before the Committee, appointed by the Commiſſioners to receive the 
fame, for their Conſideration, which however, for the Reaſons above al- 
ledg'd, has not yet been done; tho? I have always kept, and have them yet, 
in a Readineſs to produce when call'd for, and have done myſelf the Ho- 
nour to attend the Commiſſioners, at their ſeveral Meetings, for that Purpoſe. 

Ar the Refumtion of theſe Meetings, in the Month of February laſt, 
with the Encouragement of a Noble Peer, and the concurrent Advice of 
ſeveral other Commiſſioners, I publiſh*d the Scheme and Plan I ſent you; 

which is but one Part of the Grand 3 and Plan prepar'd laſt Lear; 
| and 
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and this is the Reaſon why, in that Plan, the Grand Street lies fomewhat ob- 
liquely, and not at Right Angles with New Palace-Yard ; it being ſo con- 
trived as to take, in a direct Line, the Banquetting-Houſe, on the Eaſt-Side, 
and the Admiralty-Office, on the Weſt; and to carry on the Street to Charing- 
Croſs, as ſtreight as the Circumſtances of Things would allow. | 
Ar the ſame Time that I publiſn'd this Scheme, I was ſenſible, there 
might probably be Perſons, who either for Want of that Probity which 
ſhould prevent every. honeſt Man from attempting, to aſſume the Merit of 
another, or without knowing the Story and Moral of Columbus's Egg, or 
conſidering that facilius eſt inventis addere, would be vain enough, by ma- 
king only ſome inconſiderable Alteration in the Situation of the Streets, to 
build upon the ſame Principles, and pretend to a New Scheme of their own, 
of which, Sir, I ſhall give you a flagrant Inſtance below, in Anſwer to the 
Poſtſcript to your Letter. Being therefore ſenſible, I ſay, that there were 
Perſons of ſuch Principles in the World, at the ſame Time that I publiſh'd 
this Scheme, I prepar'd the Draughts of ſeveral Plans, in which the Situation 
of the Streets, between New Palace-Jard and Priuy- Garden, are varied into 
as many Shapes as the Spot would bear. Among theſe are the following : 
i. THE Grand Street, of go Foot broad, at Right Angles with New 
Palace-Yard ; in Part oppoſite to the propos'd new Opening or Communi- 
cation between the two Palace-Yards; a Paralel Street of 50 Foot broad, be- 
tween the Grand Street and the Thames, with a Depth of 110 Foot, from the. 
Eaſt-Side of it to the River, for Houſes with Wharfs, Yards, or Gardens; 
and a Croſ5-Street from the Thames to King-Street, directly oppoſite to 
Charles-Street. | . | | 55 „„ 
2. ThE Grand Street, of the ſame Breadth as in the former, directly 
oppoſite to Veſtminſter-Hall Gate; and a Depth of 160 Foot from the 
Eaſt-Side to the Thames, for Wharfs, Yards, or Gardens, as above; a Street 
of 40 Foot broad, from the Thames to King · Street; and a handſome Mar- 
ket on the Back of King-Sireet. _ „ | 
3. Taz Grand Street, in the ſame Situation, as N. © I. but only 75 Foot 
broad; a parallel Street of 30 Foot, with a Depth of 80 Foot towards the 
Thames ; a ſpacious Market between the two Streets, of above 400 Foot long, 
and 110 Foot broad, with a Street of 20 Foot broad all round it, and four 
Avenues to it, of the ſame Breadth; and a Street 50 Foot broad from the 
Thames to King-ſtreet. SO | | 
4. An Enlargement of King-ſtreet to go Foot broad, by taking down the 
Eaſt-ſide 3 a Street parallel to the Thames of 30 Foot broad, with a Depth 
of 100 Foot for Houſes with Wharfs, Yards, or Gardens to the River ; 
a large Market-place, with a Street of 20 Foot broad, quite round it, and 
three Avenues to it, of 20 Foot broad each; and two Cre/5-/trezts. from 
the Thames to King-ſtreet, one of 50, and the other 30 Foot broad. 


5. An 


1151 
5. An Enlargement of King-ſireet, to go Foot broad, by taking down 
the Weſt- ſide; a Street parallel to the Thames, of 40 Foot broad, with a Depth 
of 100 Foot, for Houſes with Wharfs, Yards, or Gardens, to the Thames; 
an oblong Square between the two Streets, of 400 Foot long, and 180 Foot 
broad, with three Avenues to it, and a Croſ5-ftreet, of 40 Foot broad each, 
from the Thames to King-/i reet. | | | 

6, ThE Grand Street in the fame Situation as Number I. 75 Foot broad 
only, with an Opening of 30 Foot broad to King-ſtreet, leaving the Eaſt-Side 
of Cannon-Row and Brewers Yard, with Part of the Weſt-ſide of Cannon- 
Row, as it now is, only with an Opening of 30 Foot broad, at each End, to 
New Palace-Yard and to the New Grand Street. | 
| In every one of theſe Plans, New Palace-Yard is laid open to the Wol- 
ſtaple; and my Reaſons for it are, (1.) Becauſe I think, as it now ſtands, it 
is much too little in Parliament and Term-Time : (2.) That there may be 
a more ſpacious Opening, at the Foot of the Bridge, ſuppoſing it to be at 
or near New Palace-Yard, or the Woolſtaple: And (3.) Becauſe I think the 
Houſes now ſtanding between New Palace-Yard and the Y/oolſtaple, (3 or 4 
only excepted) very unbecoming the Situation they ſtand in. The Advan- 
tage you think may accrue by letting the Houſes now ſtanding on the 
North-ſide of the New Palace-Yard remain as they are, to keep Cattle and 
Carriages, coming over the Bridge (ſuppoſing it to be at the Moolſta ple, 
from being an Incumbrance to New Palace-Yard, in Term- and Parliament- 
Time, may be as effectually had by poſting it off, with a Chain or Rail, 
from Poſt to Poſt, or a Parapet-Wall trom the Foot of the Bridge. 

ALL the Plans I have juſt mentioned, I am ready to ſhew to any Gentle- 
man that may be deſirous of ſeeing them, and will give himſelf the Trou- 
ble of calling at my Houſe for that Purpoſe. 

As to the Inconvenience you complain of, that the principal Streets of the 
Lower Part of Weſtminſter are lock'd up, for ſeveral Hours of the Day, 


in Time of Parliament, which you think will be greater upon the Building 


of the Bridge ; it is my humble Opinion, that the Reaſons for it will, in a 
great Meaſure, ceaſe, when ſo many and large Openings, as now pro- 
poſed, are made; or if the diſperſing of Carts, Carriages and Cattle, ſo 
many Ways, may not be judged ſufficient totally to remove the Evil, I 
ſhould think the placing of Conſtables and Beadles, at proper Places, to 
prevent Stoppages, and oblige ſuch Carts, Carriages, and Cattle to halt, or 

remove, when and where it might be neceſſary, would go a great Way 
towards it; which however I humbly ſubmit. It were indeed to be wiſn'd, 
that this Evil could be entirely taken away, and particularly that a Paſſage 
might be found for Carts, Carriages and Cattle, coming over the Bridge, 
to keep clear of the Streets, leading to Weſtminſter-Hall, and the two Houſes 


af Parliament. The obliging them to croſs the Ends of the New Streets, 
| | | | only 
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only, and to go thro* King-Street, if it ſhould remain as it now is, or con- 
fining them to the Street paralel to the Grand. Street nearer the Thames, if 
ſuch a One ſhould be, would in fome Meaſure, prevent it; but there are two 
other Methods, that would do it more effectually; which, however, would 
be attended with fo great Expences, as well as Difficulties, that I have not 
thought proyer to lay them down in my general Scheme and Plan, and ſhall 
only*juſt hint ar them here. The firſt is to carry a Terraſs, from the Foot 
of the Bridge, berween High and Low Water-Mark, down the River to 
Whitehall, Scotland-Tard, or below Nortbumberland-Houſe, and to oblige 
fuch Carts, Carriages, and Cattle to take that Way, and from thence thro” 
St. Martin's Lane, on the Back of the principal Streets, either upwards or 
downwards: Or elſe, ſecondly, to carry ſuch a Terraſs, from the Foot of 
the Bridge, up the River, as far as the King's Slaugbter-Houſe, oppoſite to 
College- Street, from whence ſuch Carts, Carriages, and Cattle may diſperſe 
by the ſeveral Ways which I have delineated iu the Plan annexed. | 
WRAr Proviſion I have propos'd for a convenient Market, in the Lower 
Part of Weſtminſter, in the Room of that which will be taken away, if any 
of the Plans I have Jaid down ſhould take Place, you will have already ſeen, 
in Part, by the Deſcription I have given you above of ſome of the Plans 
which lye ready to be ſubmitted to the Confideration of the Honourable 
Commiſſioners, when a proper Time ſhall offer; but more particularly in 
the Plan I now fend you, where you will find a Market laid out, which, 
in my humble Opinion, will be more advantageous, than any of the other, 
BzroRz I proceed to anſwer the Remainder of your Letter, I muſt beg 
Leave to give you an Explanation of the annex'd Plan, which is the Reſult 
of comparing the ſeveral Plans I have given you a Deſcription of above, with 
the great Plan I firſt made, and hearing the Opinions of a great Number of 
Perions of Knowledge and Experience, ſince the Scheme I have publiſh'd 
| has come into ſo many Hands; and this will, at the fame Time, ſerve as an 
b Anſwer to ſome Part of the Remainder of your Letter. 5 
| Tux fingle Lines denote the Fronts of thoſe Houſes which are propoſed 
=_ to be pulPd down. | 2 
| Tux double Lines, the Fronts and Extent or Out-Lines of thoſe Build- 
i ings which may remain as they now are. | an 1 
* TR broad continued Lines, the Extent or Out-Lines of the new Houſes 
y progres to be built, of which the broadeſt denote the Fronts, and the 
hadowing the Depth of them. | 
A. DRNor Es the New Bridge, at the Woolſtapie, 42 Foot in the Clear, 
with a proper Sweep. | rag 
B. Taz Enlargement of New Palace-Yard, with the Houſes, 70 Foot in 
Depth, fronting the Palace. 5 955 | 
C. TRE New Grand Street, from New Palace-Yard to the Plantation-Office, 
| | 90 
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go Foot in Breadth, with the Houſes on the whole Eaſt-Side, and on the 
Meſt-Side as far as the Cro/5-Street, 70 Foot deep, the Remainder, on the 
Weſt-Side, from 50 to 3o, quite through to King-/treet. 

N. B. By taking away about 20 old Houſes, between the Admiralty- 
Office, and the New Turning into Spring-Gardens, this Street may be 
| continued of the ſame, or a greater Breadth, quite to Charing-Croſs. 

D. A STREET parallel to the Grand Street, between that and the Thames, 
40 Foot broad, with the Houſes on the Za/t-fide, 60 Foot deep, beſides 
a Depth of 80 Foot, behind them, down to the River, for Wharts, Yards, 

or Gardens. The Houſes on the Weſt-ſfide, 40 Foot deep. 

E. TAE Wharfs, Yards, or Gardens, on the Thames. 

F. Taz New Croſ5-ſtreet, from the Thames to King-ſtreet, juſt oppoſite to 
Charles-ſtreet, 40 Foot broad, with the Houſes, 40 Foot deep on each Side. 

G. PRIVVY-GARDEN-Wall. 

H. St. MARGARET's Lane, or the Communication between the two Palace- 
Yards 80 Foot broad, with the Houſes on both Sides, from 30 to 30 
Foo deep. 

I. A Pass a dE from St. Margaret's-Lane to the Sanctuary, 30 Foot broad, 
with Houſes on each Side, from 50 to 30 Foot deep. | 

K. Tue New Market, between the North-ſide of Thieving-Lane, and the 

South: ſide of Blue-Boar*'s-Head-Yard, in Breadth 210 Foot, and between 
King-ſtreet and Long Ditch, and Part of Delahaye-ſtreet, in Length between 
4 and 500 Foot. | 

L. A STREET on each ſide the Market houſe, 30 Foot broad, with the 
Houſes 20 Foot deep, fit for Retail Shop-keepers of every Sort. 

M. A Pass a CE through the Middle of the Market houſe, 30 Foot broad, 

N. Four covered Paſſages through the Middle of the Market-houſe, in the 
Length, 15 Foot broad. 

O. Taz Market-houyſe, containing above 200 Shops, of 10 Foot ſquare, or 
a leſs Number larger. 

P. STanps for Carts with Peas and Beans. 

Q. Taz Enlargement of Old Palace-Yard, to College-ſtreet. - 

R. A Row of Houles, facing the Enlargement of Old Palace-Yard, 70 
Foot deep to the College-Garden. | 

S. ThE Estates oppoſite to this propoled Enlargement, down to the 
Thames, and as far as from Parliament-Stairs, to the new Row of Houſes 
on the Pavement, which are likewiſe capable of great Improvements, and 
might at the fame time make this Opening much larger: But this, in all 
Probability, the Proprietors will, for their own Advantage, take into Con- 
ſideration. 2 

T. A NREWOpening, which (or ſomethinglike it) it is ſaid the Dean and Cha p- 

ter of Meſtminſter propoſe to make from Smith-ſtreet to Deans-Yard, and 

it were to be wiſh'd, that, with this, the three Gates between Deans- 

Yard and Tothill-treet could be removed. E V. New 
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V. New Stairs. rod . | | 
Havinc thus given you an Explanation of the Plan annexed, I pro- 
{ ceed to anſwer the Remainder of your Letter : | 
You defire, Sir, to be inforn'd, whether the Calculations given in the 
Scheme already publiſb'd, by which we propoſe a Saving of 50001. on that 
Part only, are equally applicable to any other Plan I can or may lay out of the 
ſame Spot of Ground: I anſwer Yes, (mutatis mutandis,) ſome more, ſome 
leſs, and that, in my humble Opinion, there will be a yet greater Gain, in 
every one of the /mprovements, I propoſe in the Plan I now ſend you; 
which, in the whole, I am perſuaded would amount to a large Sum. But 
ſhould I be miſtaken, and ſhould the Execution of the Whole be attended 
with an Expence of 20 or 30,000 J. (which to me, however, ſeems im- 
4 would you, Sir, eſteem it ſo conſiderable a Sum as to be equiva- 
ent to ſo great a Benefit? | | er: 
Lou delire likewiſe ſome [n/tances, wherein the like of what is now pro- 
, pos d, has been done on ſuch Occaſions, in many Places, both at home and a- 
broad. I ſhall give you, Sir, from among many others I could mention, 
two Inſtances abroad, of which I was myſelf an Eye-witneſs. (1.) Of the 
City of Dreſden, in Upper-Saxony, the Reſidence of the late and preſent 
. Kings of Poland, which, in the Compaſs of a few Years, was almoſt en- 
tirely built of Stone, and the Streets laid out, as well as the Houſes built, 
in a grand and beautiful Manner: (2.) Of the famous City of Hamburg, in 
Lower Saxony, where a beautiful Street, the fineſt and largeſt in the whole 
_ City, with ſeveral ſmaller Streets adjacent, have, on the like Principles, 
been r.iſed almoſt from a Dunghil. Home-Inſtances are almoſt innumera- 
ble; every Turnpike, Road, or River-A# will furniſh you one, in a leſs 
or greater Degree; the Act of tbe 13 and 14 Car. II. c. 2. y. 28. icq. gives 
you ſeveral, for which reaſon, according to your Deſire, I lend you the 
Clauſes entire. „55 
$. 28. And whereas the ſeveral Streets and Paſſages hereafter mention- 
« ed, (that is to ſay) the Street or Paſſage, at or near the Socks in Lon- 
* don; The Street and Paſſage, from Fleet Conduit to St. Paul's Church, in 
London; The Paſſage through the Yhite-Hart-Inn, from the Sirand in- 
* to Covent-Garden, now Catherine-Street, The Street and Pailage by and 
near Exeter-Houſe and the Savoy, (being obſtructed by a Rail,) and the Un- 
e evenneſs of the Ground thereabouts ; The Paſſage and Street of S. Martin's 
© Lane, out of the Strand; The Paſſage or Street of Field-Lane, commonly 
„ calPd 7ackanape*'s Lane, and Lincoln's-Inn-Fields; The Pailage and Gate- 
«© -houſe of Cheap: ſide, into St. Paul's Church-yard ; The Paſſage againſt St. 
«© Dunſtan's Church, in the Ye, (being obſtructed by a Wall ;) The Street 
and Paſſage by and near theWeſt-End of the Poultry, in London; and the 
<< Paſſage atTemp/e-Bar, are ſo narrow, that they are incommodious to Coaches, 
«© Carts,and Paſſengers, and prejudicial to Commerce and Trading; BE IT 
| ENACTED 
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. ENACTED BY THE AUTHORITY AFORESAID ; That the Lord. Mayor of the . 


City of London, the Recorder and Aldermen for the Time being, together 
with ſuch other Commiſſioners, as his Majeſty ſhall appoint, . under the 
Great Seal of England, or any five of them, ſhall have full Power and Au- 
thority, to receive all Subſcriptions and Payments of voluntary Contribu- 
tions of Money, or other Endowments, towards the Amendment and En- 


largement of the Streets and Places above named, or ſo much of them, or 


any of them, as the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any five or more of them, ſhall 
judge fit and neceſſary; and are hereby farther impowered to treat and a- 
gree with the Owners and Occupiers of any ſuch Houſes, as they ſhall judge 
fit to be removed, rebuilt, or pull'd down, or any Part of them, and up- 
on Payment of ſuch Sum or Sums of Money, ſc agreed upon, are hereby 
authorized to appoint Workmen ro pull the faid Houſes down, or 
cauſe the ſaid Owners or Occupiers to rebuild accordingly ; and this Act ſhall 
be ſufficient to indemnify the ſaid Commiſſioners, and all Perſons autho- 
riſed by them, againſt the Heirs, Executors, Adminiſtrators or Aſſigns of 
any the ſaid Owners or Occupiers, as if the ſame had been fold by Deed, 
Feoffment, Bargain and Sale, or other Aſſurance in the Law, and done by 
Fine and Recovery, or any other Way whatſoever; and if there ſhall be 
any Perſons, Bodies Corporate or Collegiate, that ſhall wilfully refuſe to 
treat and agree as aforeſaid, or through any Diſability, by Nonage, Co- 
verture, or a ſpecial Entail, or other Impediment, cannot, That in ſuch 
Caſes, the ſaid Commiſſioners are hereby authorized, by Virtue of this Act, 
to iſſue out a Warrant or Warrants, to the Sheriffs of London, who are 
hereby required accordingly to impannel and return a Jury before the ſaid 
Commiſſioners, or any five of them; which Jury, upon their Oaths, to be 
adminiſter'd by the ſaid Commiſſioners, are to enquire and aſſeſs ſuch Da- 
mages and Recompenſe, as they ſhall judge fit to be awarded to the Own- 
ers and Occupiers, or either of them, of any ſuch Houſes, or any Part 
thereof, for their reſpective Eſtates and Intereſts in the ſame, as by the faid 
Commiſſioners ſhall be adjudg'd fit to be pull'd down, for thePurpoles afore- 
faid : And ſuch Verdict of the Jury, and the Judgment of the ſaid Com- 
miſſioners thereupon, and the legal Payment or Tender of the Sum or 
Sums of Money, ſo awarded and adjudged, ſhall be binding, to all_In- 
tents and Purpoſes, againſt the ſaid Parties, their Heirs, Executors, Ad- 
miniſtrators and Aſſigns, and others claiming any Title or Intereſt in the 
faid Houſes, or in the Ground whereon they ſtand, or thereunto belonging, 
and ſhall be a full Authority to the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any five of 
them, to cauſe the ſame to be executed, and the ſaid Houles accordingly 
to be removed and pulPd down.” 


$. 29. And whereas the Houſes that ſhall remain ſtanding on the other 


Side of the Street or Streets, or behind the ſaid Houſes, that ſhall be fo 


pulb'd down as aforeſaid, will receive much Advantage, in the Value of 
1 & their 
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« their Rents, by the Liberty of Air, and free Retour ſe ſor Trade, and o- 
« ther Conveniencies, by ſuch Enlargement; I is alſo enacted by the Autho- 
« rity aforeſaid, that, in caſe of Refuſal or Incapacity, as aforefaid, of the 
« Owners or Occupiers of the ſaid Houſes, to agree and compound with the 
« Commiſſioners for the ſame, thereupon a Jury wal and may be impannel'd, 
&« in Manner and Form aforeſaid, to judge and aſſeſs upon the Owners and 
& Occupiers of fuch Houſes, ſuch competent Sum or Sums of Money, or 
« annual Rent, in Conſideration of ſuch Improvement and Melioration, as 
% in Reaſon aud good Conſcience, they ſhall judge and think fit; which faid 
« Sum and Sums of Money, or Rent, ſhall be paid to the Chamberlain of 
© the City of London, for the Time being, and ſuch other Treaſurer or Trea- 
« ſurers, as ſhall be appointed by the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any five or 
«© more of them, who are hereby enabled, from Time to Time, to receive 
„ and recover the ſame, by Action of Law, and whoſe Receipt ſhall be a 
« ſufficient Diſcharge to the ſaid Owners and Tenants, and who are hereby 
appointed to receive and Pays and be accountable for the ſame, according 
* to ſuch Directions as ſhall, from Time to Time, be given them by the faid 
« Commiſſioners : And the Moneys ſo rais'd, or Rents receiv'd, ſhall be ex- 
% pended for the Purchaſing or Rebuilding Houſes, on the other Side the 
ce Street, and upon paving and amending the Ways and Streets aforefaid, ac- 

„ cording to the Purpoſe of this Act: And the ſaid Verdict of the Jury, and 
Judgment of the Commiſſioners, in the Caſes aforeſaid, ſhall be- ſufficient 
« and concluſive in Law, to all Intents and Purpoſes, againſt the ſaid Owners 
t and Occupiers, their Heirs, Executors, Adminiſtrators and Aſſigns. | 
| Your own Memory, Sir, will, I doubt not, ſuggeſt to you many more 
recent Inſtances of the like Nature. I might mention Craven-Street in the 
Strand, and the vaſt Number of Buildings erected in about twenty Years 
laſt paſt, and yet erecting, in what is now called the Upper Liberties of Weſt- 
minſter, (almoſt as much in Extent as the whole City of London, within the 
Walls) with the prodigious [mprovements that have been made there; but this 
you will ſay has been done altogether ſpontaneouſly, and not by any manner 
of Compulſion. | 
Axp here it will naturally follow, that I ſay ſomething in anſwer to your 
chief Objection of the Hardſhip, or Tyranny, as you are pleas'd to call it, 
of turning ſo many People, by Force, out of their Habitations or Properties. 
I need not, Sir, put you in Mind of the generally received Maxim, that 
rivate Conveniency muſt always give Way to publick Benefit, There is 
rdly a Law enacted, but what is diſagreeable to ſome, and might as well 
be deem'd a Tyranny with Regard to them; yet no one calls the Power or 
Juſtice of the Legiſlature in Queſtion, on that Account, I have already ob- 
ſerved, that the Number of Inhabitants of any Note, in this whole Spot of 
Ground is very inconſiderable, and that of Tradeſmen or Shop-keepers much 
leſs, I believe I may venture to ſay not twenty, who tranſact — _ 
iderable 
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derable as to be worthy your Notice, within the whole Compaſs of all the | 


Improvements I propoſe. For Butchers, Fiſhmongers, Poulterers, and the 
like, a better Proviſion is already offered, The: preſent Inhabitants of any 


Note, excluſive of the few Tradesmen and Shopkeepers, are: ſuch as live on 


their Eſtates, to whom it muſt be equal whither they remove to, at leaſt for a 
'Yime only; and theſe can plead no Damages or Inconvenience, but what ſub- 
fiſt in the Imagination only. If you except theſe two Sets of Inhabitants, there 
will none remain, but ſuch as, I am — the two Pariſhes will be glad 
to be rid of, and find their Account in it. The Improvement I propoſe in 
Old Palace-Yard is within the Compaſs of one ſingle Eftare, on which there is 
hardly one conſiderable Tenant. ' A great Part of that in St. Margaret's Lane, 


at leaſt on one Side, conſiſts in the pulling down of ſome old Houſes, which 


are uninhabitable and now ready to fall, and it may, if thought more . 
be confined to that Side only. The Place ] have mark'd out as proper for a 
Market, is now a meer Lay-ſtall, without one conſiderable Shopkeeper, or in- 


deed Tenant, on the whole Spot. You ſee, therefore, Sir, that there are very few 


who can be real Sufferers by this Change, and they may be allow'd a reaſonable 
Satisfaction for it: tho? in Fact I hardly ſee whereon any Pretence for it can be 
. core 3 the Turning-out of Tenants, upon a proper Warning, is no more 

n what is daily done, at the Sale of almoſt every Eſtate : And for the Pro- 
2 of Grounds, Houſes, and Tenements, where is the Hardſhip, if they 


allow'd the full Value of their Eſtates, as I doubt not but they will, 


whatever Part of this Scheme may take Place, rather more than leſs; and 
I hope there will be Room for it. I have myſelf converſed with ſome of 
them, and find them not only very ready to ſell, but inclinable to lay out 
the Purchaſe-Money, in new Ground-Rents, and build again. 

As to the Prices which we ſuppoſe the Ground-Rents will yield, I can 
aſſure you, Sir, they were not fix d without great Conſideration, and after 
having advis'd with the beſt Judges and conſiderable Builders, ſome of whom 
have offer'd to be concern'd, tho? even at higher Prices; and we have a 


recent Inſtance, in that Spot of Ground formerly call'd the New Exchange, 


which is ſold for more than the higheſt we propoſe. It is certain, there can 
be no more valuable Freeholds, and they muſt and will remain ſo as long as 
our happy Conſtitution laſts, and we have a Parliament. 592 

Tuk Eſtate to be ſold out again in Ground-Rents is not ſo very extenſive 
as, at firſt View, it may ſeem. In the Part comprehended in the Scheme I 


ſent you, the Whole is but about 3000 Foot in Front, and that Spot of 


Ground, turn'd into whatever Shape it may be, will yield much abour the 
ſame. The Place I propoſe for a Market cannot, I believe, want for Pur- 
chaſers. The Opening of St. Margaret's Lane is but about 700 Foot, ſup- 


poſing both Sides of the Way, to be taken down, and only half ſo much 


if but one. I am very apt to think the Proprietors of the Eſtate propoſed to 
be improved to enlarge Old Palace: N * will readily undertake it themſelves, 


when 


1 
ps 
Þ 
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when they ſee what is doing in the Neighbourhood of it, at leaſt it has been 
long talk' d of; or. if not, I ſhould not doubt of — an ander ol 
it, under the Sanction of the Commiſſion. 

I raves already obſerved; in the Scheme I ſent you, Gut ü it my the aa! 
taken at Times, and I now beg Leave to add, that it may be divided into 
Parts, each independent one of the other; and if I might preſume to lay 
down a Method which ſeems moſt feaſible to me, it ſhould be in the mo 
ing Manner. 1 

Ir the Bridge be built at the Ioolftaple, the Enlargenient of: New Make: 
Yard, as laid down in the Plan, Letter B. or at leaſt fo far of it as to the 
Eaſt- Corner of the New Grand. Street, muſt of Courſe be put in Execution, 
if nothing more was to be done, and will, therefore, be the firſt Conſidera- 
tion; Next to this, if the Place I have propoſed i in the Plan for a Market, 
mark*d K. L. M. N. O. P. ſhould: happen to be re = that I 2 8 7 
conceive, ſhould be the next Thought. 

Tatse, I am perſwaded, will conſiderably more than pay themſebves; ; and 
this done, I think the Net Grand Street ſhould be the next Conſideration, and- 
may be executed as laid down in the Plan, Letter C. or with very little Altera- 
tion, independent of the Reſt, and tho? nothing more ſhould be done. Whilſt 
this is doing, I have great Reaſon to believe, that the Ground propoſed for a 
new Street, paralel to the Grand Street, mark*d D. and E. will be greatly co- 
veted; at leaft I have alteady Commiſſion, if the Caſe ſhould ever exiſt, for 
almoſt the whole Eaft-Side, upon a Suppoſition of there being a Depth of $40 
Foot, to the Thames, for Houſes with harfs, Yards, or Gardens. 2010 

NecesiTyY, Convenience and Commerce wil of Courſe call for the Croſs- 
Street. | | 
Trae Widening of St. Marg, rere FORT will in my homble Opinion, be 
attended with ſo little Difticuley, that I think it may be done at any Time, and 
requires little Conſideration; and with Regard to the Enlarging of O Fenn 
Yard, I have already delivered my Opinion 
Ix this Diſpoſition, Sir, you will be pleaſed to obſerve, that I have had a an 
Eye to every Sort and Circumſtance of Inhabitants that can be wiſh*d for, to 
improve Old Weſtminſter, and recover it from the Difficulties it has long la- 
bour'd under. | 2 
- Tax Houſes on both Sides the GrandStieet, 50 thoſe Nonting New Pahece- 
Yard, will be very proper for confiderable Shop- keepers, of every Kind, ſuch 
as occupy the Houſes in Cornbill and Cheugfide; and theſe Houſes may, and no 
Doubt will, be built in ſuch Manner as to furniſh handſome and convenient 
Lodgings for Members of Parliament, and other Perſons of Diſtinction. 

TERRE Houſes on the Eaft-Side of the Street parallel to the Grand Street, with 
Wharfs, Yards, or Gardens to the Thames, will be fit eicher for Maſons, Coal- 
Wood - and Lime-Merchants, or the like, or for Houſes of Pleaſure, for Per 


ſons of Diſtinction, there being a ſufficient Depth for all Sorrs of Out- 2 * 
un 


F 


and other Conveniences backwards, or for Court-Yards forwards. The Hou- 
ſes on the Weſt- Side of the ſame Street, and both Sides of the Cro/s- Street, be- 
ing near the Thames, will be very proper for Wholeſale Cheeſe- and Fiſh-mon- 
gers, Orange and Hop- Merchants, Cornfactors, with ſuch other Trades as oc- 
cupy the Houſes in Thames-Street, in the City. | | 
_ Taz new Houſes. in the Improvements of St. Margarel's-Lane, and the 
Enlargement of Old Palace-Yard, will be very commodious for the Officers 
of both Houſes of Parliament, and the Courts of Juſtice ; Attornies, Scri- 
veners, and the like. A ED 
AnD laſtly, the Houſes round the Market-Place will undoubtedly be occu- 
pied, as uſual, by Retail-Shop-keepers of every Sort. 
TRESE, Sir, are the Inhabitants I could with to ſee Old Weſtminſter peopled 
with, inſtead of ſuch as now fill but too great a Part of it. Theſe and the like 
Improvements are, perhaps, the only Methods that can be thought of to in- 
duce ſuch Inhabitants to come and ſettle there; and if this, or ſome other as 
effectual Means, be not ſpeedily thought of, to relieve this ancient, and, as an 
Honourable Member of the Houſe of Commons juſtly called it, Royal City, it 
muſt and will continue in the Languiſhing State it is now in, *tll, at Length, 
all Hopes of a Recovery be loſt. Foreign Trade Veſtminſter neither has nor 
can expect; there are too many Bars in the Way of it. All it can pretend to 
is a ſmall Share of the Inland Commerce; and this ſure the Inhabirants of it 
have as juſt a Title to as any of his Majeſty's Subjects. Their Dependance 
(not forgetting the Royal Foundation) is chiefly on the Palace, the Senate, 
and the Courts of Fuſtice, with the Retinues attending them; and to furniſh 
them with the ſeveral Conveniences as well as Neceſfaries of Life; with a 
ſmall Intercourſe of Trade among themſelves, is all they aim at. If they can 
be enabled to do this, in as advantageous a Manner as other Parts, at a greater 
Diſtance, Perſons of Quality and Diſtinction will never fatigue themſelves, 
their Servants and their Horſes, to ſeek afar off, what they may have as well 
and as cheap at their own Doors. Os ok e Seen e 
Lonpox has engroſs'd the foreign, and poſſeſſes much the greater Part, 
even of the Inland-Jrade: The Suburbs of London, eſpecially towards the Eaſt, 
abound with Manufactures : The Upper Liberties of Meſtminſter are well te- 
nanted, and have ſome Share of the [nland-Trade, tho? it's Situation, at fo great 
a Diftance from the River, will always be a Bar to any great Increaſe of it : 
Old Weſtminſter alone ſeems to labour under an almoſt total Stagnation of Trade, 
tho? the beſt ſituated for it of any Part of the whole City and Liberties, and to 
call aloud for Relief. The Legiſlature has taken one great and wife Step towards 
it, by Means of the Intended Bridge; there ſeems now to be nothing wanting, to 
reftore the decaying State of this once flouriſhing Part of Meſtminſter, than to 
induce proper Inhabitants, for the Re-eftabliſhment of Trade, to ſettle there; 
and for this, in my humble Opinion, there can hardly be a more effectual Me- 
thod, than what is here laid down; not to repeat the ſo long wilh'd for Con- 
| | 1 IO | venience 


— 
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venience it will, at the ſame Time, be of to the Court, the Parliament, and all 
who attend the Courts of Fuſtice, in Weſtminſter -Hall. 1 

I EAR, Sir, I have preſum'd too long upon your Patience; but T was will- 
ing to give you the beſt Information I could, on the ſeveral Queſtions you 
was pleaſed to put to me, and to obviate, to the utmoſt of my Power, all the 
Objektions that have been, or, I think, can be made to this Scheme, as well as, 
at the ſame Time, to ſet the whole Matter in as clear a Light as I was able; all 
which I ſubmit to your better Judgment, and am, with great Truth and Reſpect, 


| Sr R, 
Dur moſt obliged, 
and moſt cbedient 
humble Servant, 


Tromas LEDIARD, 


P. S. I have reſerv'd my Anſwer to your Poſtſcript, likewiſe for a Poſtſcript ; 
tho? I ſhould not have thought the Subject of it worthy of my Notice, had I not 
your Commands for it. The Plan you mention was not affix'd by me, or Mr, 
Cotton, or with our Knowledge, and is no morg than a Piracy on the Grand 
Scheme and Plans of which I have given you an Account, and particularly of 
the Plan NO 6. moſt horridly mangled, and without any Regard to Dimen- 
ſions, except where the pretended Author has taken them directly from my 
Printed Plan, and there, indeed, he has been ſo very exact, as to copy even 
the Errors of the Engraver. But theſe are the leaſt of his Blunders : In order to 
make Way for an Imaginary Street, which can exiſt no where, in the Shape he 
would have it, but in his own Brain, (except he means a Street without 
Houſes) he has fretch'd out ſome Streets greatly beyond their real Extent, and 
eurtaiPd others; found out a new Situation for ſeveral Buildings, particularl 
Welſtminſter-Hall and ihe Abby, and enlarged or reduced others juſt to ſuc 
Proportions as would ſerve his Purpoſe ; King-ſtreet ſeeming too long for him, he 
has chopp d off a good Part of the North-end of it, without any Neceſſity ; but 
with the ſame Dexterity, as a BuncLinG JoYNER world the End of a Mould- 
ing, which he had heedle/ly made too long fo his Purpoſe ; and to ſhew his exqui- 
fite Skill in ArchitefFure, bas delineated Houſes from 40 to 60 Foot deep, where he 
has not above 8 or 10 Foot Ground to build them on. I ſhould have told you, 
Sir, that this doughty Performer, having ſeen the printed Scheme already pub- 
liſh'd, came to my Houſe, and deſired a View of my whole Plan, from the 
Horſe-ferry to Charing-Croſs, which I readily ſhew'd him, with every thing 
elſe I had prepar'd for the Illuſtration of it. Upon this, having carry'd away 
a Confus'd Idea of ſome Part of what he had ſeen, he caus'd a wretched Imita- 
tion of it to be drawn, and not only to be affix'd in the Place you mention, (as 
he would have done in other Coffee-houſes, had it not been refus'd him,) but, 


carrying 


{fa}. 


carrying a Copy of it about him, thruſts himſelf into allyCompanies, to ha- 
rangue on the Excellency of his Scheme, beyond any thing propos'd by Mr. 
Cotton or myſelf; though, by the By, he has never ſhewn-any Scheme at all, 
nor has any to ſhew: Nor, indeed, as he owns himſelf, can he tell, with- 
what View, Purpoſe, or Intent he has been guilty of ſo egregious a Piece of 
Folly, as well as Injuſtice; nay, frankly confeſles he had no View at all in it. 
I believe, however, had not his Vanity, and a Propenſity to be dabbling, got the 
Aſcendant of his Probity, this unmeaning Plan had never appeat'd. 


FCC 


A p ROPOSAL bumbly offered to the Honourable the Commiſſioners, 
appointed by Act of Parliament, for Building a Bridge at Weſtminſter, 


for eſtabliſhing a Perpetual Fund, to defray the Expences of Paving, 


Watching and Lighting the ſaid Bridge, and keeping the ſame in Repairs. 


humble Opinion, would be a very proper Place for erecting a new Mar- 
| ket in this Part of Meſtminſter, and is there marked with the Letters K, 
1, and P. N 

TRE Ground for building the Houſes, on both ſides the Market, Letter L. 
I would propoſe to be ſold to Builders, or private Perſons, to build upon, with 
this Reſtriction, however, that the Proprietors ſhould never have Power to let 
any of the Houſes to be built thereupon, to Butchers, Poulterers, Fiſh- and 
Cheeſe-mongers, Bacon-Shops, Herb- and Fruit-Shops and the like, that ſel] 
Proviſions, except as Dwellings only; there being a ſufficient Number of Retail- 
Shop- keepers of other Kinds, proper to occupy Houſes round a Market-Place, 


1 N the Plan annex'd, I have sketch'd out a Spot of Ground, which, in my 


and a good Number would without doubt be taken by the Occupiers of the 


„ 


Shops in the Market-houſe.. | | 
Ir, with this, a Method be found, either by Act of Parliament or other- 


ways, to remedy a Nuſance long complain'd of, I mean, to remove Butchers, 
Poulterers, Fiſhmongers, and the like, out of the Streets, and to confine 


them to the Shops in the Market-houſe, there would, I think, no Doubt remain, 


but that thoſe Shops muſt then let. | 

Tee Market-houſe I would propoſe to be built at the Expence of the Com- 
| miſſion; and the annual Rent of the Snops, (which, in the Opinion of very 
good Judges, will be near, if not quite equal to the whole Charge) is what 1 
humbly conceive, might be a proper and perpetual Fund, for the Uſes above- 


mentioned. . 
G TRR 
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7 ol SET. 1 
Tur Advantage of a Street of 30 Foot broad, on both Sides the Mar fei- 
houſe, with regular Avenues to it, of the fame Breadth; four cover'd Paſſages 
of 15 Foot broad, through the whole Length of the Market-houſe ; and the 
whole being within itſelf, together with the Proximity of the Thames, will 
render this Market one of the moſt convenient within the Bills of Mortality. 
A PROPER Place will be eaſily found on the Back of King-ſtreet for a Pub- 
lick Slaughter-houſe, which, if likewiſe erected at the Expence of the Commil- 
ſion, and an eaſy Rate (ſuch as might be advantageous even to the Butchers 
themſelves) laid, of ſo much per Head for every Beaſt ſlaughter'd there, 
would encreaſe the Fund; and, at the ſame time, be a Means to free the Mar- 
ket from all Stench and Naſtineſs : | | 


All which is moſt humbly ſubmitted, Ee. 
| March 31. 1738. abt | 


 THomas LEDIaRD. 
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